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Winter 2025/26 Report
A33 Kennet Bridge

As part of Reading Borough Council’s
A33 Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) scheme a
new pedestrian and cycle bridge has

been constructed over the River
Kennet. This doesn’t provide any new
cycle routes, but RBC has taken the
opportunity to provide a wider route
that is physically separate from the
road.

This is an important link in the cycle
network south of Reading linking
routes from the town centre heading
southwards, as well as National Cycle
Network routes 4 and 23.

The new bridge was officially opened
on 4 November. RCC were invited
along to the opening along with
Councillors, scheme designers and
contractors.
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Campaign News continued...

Shinfield Road - Active
Travel Fund Tranche 2

Last time we reported, RBC and
Thames Water had carried out works
to fix the flooding issues affecting the
cycle lanes approaching the
Christchurch Green junction. That
lining has now been completed on the
remaining sections of the route.

We can now report the dangerously
high kerb at the junction with Queen’s
Drive has been fixed and the signs
have now been installed.

We’re not sure why the signing wasn’t
included as part of the main scheme,
but we are obviously pleased that this
has now been installed, as signing is
necessary to establish the legal status
of the cycleway scheme. We will have
photos of the completed scheme for
the next newsletter.

Although fixing the raised kerbs was a
relatively small detail, fixing this
makes a huge difference to users on
the route. If there are other similar
issues on routes that other members
use, please let us know and we will
raise these with the Council.

Bath Road and Castle Hill -
Active Travel Tranche 3

As this is a scheme which is funded
through the Government’s Active
Travel Fund, Active Travel England
(ATE) inspectors have undertaken a
design review of the proposals.

The consultants responsible for the
design of the scheme are now carrying
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out traffic surveys and developing
revised options for the Castle
Hill/Russell Street/Coley Avenue
junction.

The next step will be for RBC to
discuss these revised scheme options
with us before the proposals go out to
wider public consultation.

Palmer Park to Woodley
Cycle Scheme

Construction of the new cycle route
between Palmer Park and Woodley
town centre will start in January 2026.

The scheme includes a parallel
cycle/zebra crossing on Palmer Park
Avenue with the footway under the
bridges on Palmer Park Avenue/Culver
Lane widened to provide an off-road
cycle path, which will be the first
phase of the scheme.

Cycle Hangars

RBC have confirmed funding for four
cycle hangars as part of the pilot
project. However, finding suitable
locations to install the hangars is
proving difficult.

RBC want to avoid placing hangars
immediately outside anyone’s house
as this is likely to generate objections,
which may limit the locations in many
of the terraced housing areas where
these hangars are needed the most.

We have suggested researching the
installation guidelines that other
councils have adopted and simply
copying them, rather than trying to
come up with something new.

Public Space Protection
Order

As we reported previously, RBC is
looking to introduce a Public Space
Protection Order (PSPO) for the town
to deal with the various issues of anti-
social behaviour which aren’t
presently enforced by the Police, and
which would include restrictions on
‘dangerous’ use of e-bikes.

We raised concerns about possible
further restrictions on cycle use in the
town centre and issues such as what
defines anti-social behaviour, how this
will be enforced, or if e-cycles and e-
scooters will also be targeted.

We understand that 88% of
respondents supported introduction of
the scheme in recent public
consultations and it is planned to
proceed with introducing the PSPO in
March 2026.

Future Meetings

We have regular informal meetings
with RBC officers to discuss progress
on the various schemes and initiatives
that are on-going. If there are any
suggestions or queries from members,
we would be happy to raise them at
these meetings.

The next formal meetings are the
Clean Air and Sustainable Transport
forum (CAST) on 2 December and the
Cycle Forum on 11 February 2026.

Tony Carr
RBC Campaigner for RCC

Need your bike repaired?

Don’t have the time or

sustainable

tools to do it yourself?
Wheel building and truing a speciality.

contact BOD Bristow on

0118 958 2056

or email bobbristow.bikes@gmail.com

o @risc_reading

for cycle repairs at a very reasonable price.
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- WOKINGHAM
* BOROUGH COUNCIL

Wokingham Borough
Council (WoBC)

Winter 2025/26 Report

New pedestrian crossings

e Wiltshire Road, Wokingham - near
the junction with Crutchley Road

e Bearwood Road, Sindlesham - near
Bearwood Primary school

¢ Headley Road, Woodley - near the
Oakwood centre in Woodford Park

o Warren House Road, Wokingham -
near the Dalley Road roundabout

Woodley to Reading Active
Travel Route

It has been confirmed that work is
scheduled to start on the new
Woodley to Reading cycle route on
26 January 2026 and will be
completed within the year.

The initial work will be at the Palmer
Park end and will work towards
Woodley. This project was funded
with Central Government Active
Travel funding. More information at:
https://tinyurl.com/2uz9ju7d

Woosehill Roundabout
(A329) into Wokingham

Provisional planning has started to
improve the busy Woosehill
Roundabout, adding controlled
crossings to those arms of the
roundabout without provision, and
improving cycle routes across the
roundabout.

Approval for this is anticipated in
December. It is hoped this will be the
first part of larger walking and cycling
improvements along the A329, for
which further funding will be
required.

Speed Limits

Following on from the changes on
multiple routes in the borough, WoBC
is in the process of adopting a new
policy for setting speed limits. This
includes proposals for town and village

Campaign News continued...

centres and residential areas to move
to 20mph, and for a review of limits
on single carriageway rural roads,
including those with only a national
speed limit.

Loddon Garden Village
Development

A planning application has been
submitted for a large part of the
proposed Loddon Garden Village
development on Reading University
land between Arborfield, Shinfield and
Sindlesham. The final development is
expected to reach almost 4,000
houses.

Active travel considerations have been
taken into account, and the site is
intended to be permeable for easy
walking and cycling. Having local
facilities will reduce the need for
residents to travel outside of the local
area for their daily needs.

It is anticipated that principal new
roads will be designed with segregated
cycling routes and will connect to
existing local cycle routes in
Arborfield, Shinfield, Reading,
Wokingham and Winnersh, although
this is beyond the scope of the current
application.

Earley Station Footbridge

The footbridge is due to have repairs
carried out in the next few months.
Keeping this important and well used
Public Right of Way open and in good
repair is vital for the communities in
Earley and Woodley, as there are very
few links over the railway line linking
these two large centres of population.

The main work is due to take place
later this year but may extend into
early 2026.

Alex Cran
WoBC Campaigner for RCC
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RCC’s AGM Round-Up

Following our report on what the
National Trust (NT) is doing to
encourage more Vvisits to its properties

by bike (see CycleReading Autumn
2025), we invited the NT’s ‘Cyclists
Welcome’ Manager Zsolt Schuller to
our AGM in October.

Zsolt Schuller

Zsolt is a local boy and keen cyclist
who grew up in Reading and, though
he now lives near Exeter, was happy
to ‘come back home’ to talk to us in
person about his role in the NT
promoting cycling.

Apart from an entertaining
presentation Zsolt also gave all
attendees a free one-day NT family
pass. Thank you Zsolt.

Brian Morley

At the AGM Brian Morley stood down
from the role of Treasurer to be
replaced by Sam Hatfield.

Brian is one of the Cycle Campaign’s
longest standing members and will
remain on the committee. Thanks go
to Brian for providing his diligent
services as Treasurer over the last
10 years.

Keith Elliott
RCC Secretary
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Chairman’s Letter

Dear RCC members

COP30 has started in Belem close to
the Brazilian Amazon rainforest and
the messages we are getting from the
UN and from other observers are that
the Paris agreement to limit global
warming to 1.5 degrees above pre-
industrial levels is now impossible to
meet.

We here in the UK are already seeing
the impact of dramatic changes to our
weather patterns, with news of towns
being flooded as a result of the latest
named storm, Claudia.

Just reading these reports could make
me feel very pessimistic about the
future. So, is there any light to be
seen?

Reading Borough Council has set itself
targets to achieve net zero by 2030
and to reduce emissions by 85% by the
end of this year.

The report for this year and the
strategy for the period 2025 to 2030
has yet to be published, but | find that
| can be a little bit optimistic when |
look around and see some progress
being made.

One of the main planks of the policy is
decarbonising transport and travel in
the town. Reading has a fine bus
service and many of its vehicles are
now much lower in tailpipe emissions
than the older diesel buses.

The controversial extension of the bus
lane network shows there is a will to
take road space away from private
cars and other vehicles.

The last report from the Reading
Climate Action Network makes much
of the extension of the existing cycle
network and obviously we in the RCC
should be welcoming this certainly as
a statement of intent.

There are, however, a few caveats
which need to be made. The last
report | can find for 2021/22 contains
this amazing claim - Reading already
boasts good cycling provision and a
2022 survey by COLAS ranked Reading
as the UK’s 3rd most ‘cycle-friendly’
city based on criteria including
number of cycle lanes,
safety/accident records and public
opinion survey data.

If this is correct, how awful is the
picture in the other towns and cities
in this survey? | would point out that
COLAS is a major civil engineering
business and may not be totally
uninterested in the results from a
business point of view.

As | travel around the town, sadly not
by bike so much at the moment after
my recent trip to the RBH orthopaedic
theatre, | don’t get the impression the
levels of cycling and especially the use
of new and existing cycle lanes has
significantly increased.

It is some years now since the
Campaign carried out a cycle count,
and | have yet to find out if the
Council has any up-to-date
information.

What | do see is an increasing use of

pavements by less confident cyclists,
regardless of whether they have been
designated as shared use or not. Will

the proposed new PSPO powers make
any difference in this area? We shall
have to wait and see.

What | do not see is any attempt by
RBC to assess how effective their
efforts to promote active travel are
proving.

We are still waiting for the report of
the Council’s scrutiny group on active
travel schemes and maybe this will
prompt a bit of soul-searching at the
Civic Offices.

Our project with Dr. Street at the
University to encourage research in
this area is moving forward with the
recruitment of a PhD candidate to
take this on.

However, we are hampered by a lack
of funding in this early stage, and we
are still scoping the research while
looking for a small scale project to
prove the concept. In the background
lurks the prospect of the major local
authority reorganisation, which this
government is threatening.

The cynical part of me says that this
will inevitably lead to a reduction in
monies for all sorts of schemes like
this, as yet more ‘efficiency savings’
are sought.

Maybe | have a bad case of the winter
blues, as | now have to draw the
curtains and put the lights on at four-
o-clock. Let’s hope things look better
when next Spring arrives.

Joe Edwards
RCC Chairman
(chair@readingcyclecampaign.org.uk)

newsletter to you.

Please remember to update
your details with us

If you move house or change your email address,
please could you let the RCC know.

We can only work with the latest information you
have given us, which involves sending this

This was one of the reasons why we voted to
discontinue offering life membership, as we had no
idea of what happened to many of our life
members who joined us 40 years ago.

Hence if you could help us keep our database up to
date, we would be very grateful.

Email: membership@readingcyclecampaign.org.uk

centre.

RCC’s Mission

» To campaign for better facilities for cyclists in
Reading, in particular a network of safe
cycleways linking residential, industrial and
commercial areas, and giving access to the town

» To work with Walk Wheel Cycle Trust
(formerly Sustrans), Cycling UK (both locally
and nationally), and others interested in
promoting cycling and the well-being of cyclists.

« To identify the needs of cyclists in Reading,
for example, the location of safe and secure
parking, and to campaign for their provision.

» To work with and advise local authorities and,
where necessary, criticise and highlight their
shortcomings.
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Kidical Mass Winter 2025/26 Report

Festivals and Friends

Two things are usually true of the
annual Kidical Mass ride at the
Reading Cycle Festival:

1. It’s fairly well attended.
2. We get wet.

On the second point, in the run up to
the day, it didn’t look good at all.
Increasing thunderstorm forecasts led
us to wonder if we would even be able
to run a ride at all!

However, the weather on the day (for
the ride at least!) was perfect and we
had about 60 riders out and having fun
on bikes. Many thanks to the marshals
who gave up their time to make the
ride possible - as ever, we couldn’t do
it without you.

Our rides serve a serious purpose as
well as being fun. We want to try to
highlight the need for safe cycling
infrastructure younger riders can use,
and are building relationships with
Councillors and officers which helps
with this.

Recently a mistake was made and the
crossing in front of the hospital was
‘upgraded’ from a cyclist-and-
pedestrian crossing to a pedestrian-
only crossing. We raised this with Cllr
Rowland, and the signage was fixed
within days.

After the ride earlier in the year from
the University of Reading Community

Festival, we highlighted when turning
from the university site onto the bike
lane on Shinfield Road, the profile of

the curb presented a hazard for many
of our younger riders. The Council has
now reprofiled this.

After the ride we enjoyed the rest of
the festival, catching up with friends
from Reading Bike Hub, Avanti, RCC
and AW Cycles.

Our boys loved watching the stunt
rider display and riding Avanti’s ramps

course, even when the rain came
down later - it’s great seeing how
their confidence has come on from
last year.

Visit https://kidicalmassreading.co.uk
for details of future rides, including
Christmas rides in Reading and
Wokingham on 7 December.

We hope to see you there!

Hilary Smart
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Multi-Day Cycle Routes Through Reading

Escape to Adventure

One of our best kept secrets is that
Reading is a launchpad for some of the
UK’s most scenic multi-day cycling
adventures.

Even though these routes are NOT
signposted in Reading, or any services
for travelling cyclists advertised, many
keen riders success-fully navigate
their way through our somewhat
challenging roads.

| often cycle along the path adjacent
to the A33 south of the M4 and chat to
cyclists on the King Alfred Way (see
below). They are always relieved to
have cycled through Reading and
escaped!

Wouldn’t it be nice if we could make
them feel more welcome! &

For us though, living in Reading, it’s
easy to access these cycle routes and
enjoy exploring them from home.

% Royal Chilterns Way: A New
Epic Begins in Reading

Unveiled by Cycling UK earlier this
year, the Royal Chilterns Way is a
282km off-road bikepacking challenge
which begins right in Reading. Riders
traverse the Chiltern Hills, climbing a
total of 3,383m (11,100ft) across
scenic trails, historic landmarks and
charming villages. It’s a flexible route
with two loops and good rail links,
designed for cyclists seeking both
challenge and charm. Visit:
https://www.cyclinguk.org/routes/long-
distance/royal-chilterns-way

(3 King Alfred’s Way: Ancient
Wessex on Two Wheels

This 350km circular route, also from
Cycling UK, connects Reading to the
ancient landscapes of Wessex. Riders
pass through World Heritage sites like
Stonehenge, Avebury, the Ridgeway
and historic towns such as Winchester
and Salisbury. It’s a journey through
time, blending some very technical
off-road trails with quiet lanes. There
is also the option to by-pass the more
technical sections. Visit:
https://www.cyclinguk.org/routes/long-
distance/king-alfreds-way

¢ Lady A£thelflaed’s Way: Ride
Through History

Lady Zthelflaed’s Way, mapped out
by an enthusiastic bike packer, is a
400km circular cycle route that winds
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through the historic heartlands of
southern England, including Reading.
It’s named after Athelflaed, Lady of
the Mercians and daughter of King
Alfred, and celebrates her legacy by
tracing landscapes she once ruled.
Visit: https://tinyurl.com/y8vhyzc2

You can also combine cycling with our
spiritual heritage:

St James’ Way - English
Camino by Bike

Cycle from St James’ Church in
Reading to Southampton, retracing
the medieval pilgrim route to Santiago
de Compostela. This 110km journey
passes historic churches and
countryside, ending at the port where
pilgrims once sailed to Spain. It’s part
of the official Camino Ingles, is
suitable for cycling and walking, and
you can collect your Pilgrim Passport
at Reading Museum. Need more
inspiration? Read Mark Lyford's
account of his cycle ride in this
newsletter on page 8.

= King Athelstan 1100 Pilgrim
Way
This is a symbolic 220km route from
Malmesbury Abbey to Kingston upon
Thames, via Reading. The route was
launched in 2024 to mark 1100 years
since King Athelstan’s coronation in
Kingston.

King Athelstan, the first king of a
united England, chose Malmesbury as

his capital and is buried there. The
route links Anglo-Saxon churches and
scenic paths, including the Thames
Path, and is suitable for both walking
and cycling. Visit:
https://athelstanpilgrimway.org/

A National Cycle Network:
Routes 4, 5, 23 & 422

Reading is criss-crossed by several
National Cycle Network routes:

e Route 4: Part of the Thames Valley
route, linking London to Wales.

e Route 5: Connecting Reading
northward towards Oxford and south
to Southampton.

e Route 23: A lovely scenic route
towards Basingstoke and beyond.

e Route 422: A newer addition linking
Reading to Buckinghamshire and
Oxfordshire.
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Multi-Day Cycle Routes Through Reading

These routes offer flexible options for
multi-day touring, with quiet paths
and connections to regional highlights.

And let’s not forget our jewel -

% The Kennet & Avon Canal:
Ride from Reading to Bath

This is a scenic, mostly traffic-free
and flattish adventure which stretches
westward through Berkshire, Wiltshire
and Somerset. The route is around
160km to Bath, following a mix of
towpaths, (generally) quiet lanes and
canal-side tracks. It’s ideal for leisure
cyclists, families, and bike packers
seeking a gentle multi-day adventure.
Plus, with tired legs you can easily
catch the train back to Reading!

1 National Trust properties -
perfect for a day out!

If you had attended our AGM, you
would have found out how the
National Trust is working to make
visits to their properties more cycle
friendly. You could include some of
these on multi-day rides, or if you’d
just like a day out, nearby National
Trust sites like Basildon Park, Greys
Court, and Cliveden are reachable via
quiet lanes and National Cycle
Network routes. Visit:
https://tinyurl.com/mr2wijtfz

Finally, to help you navigate, in
addition to paper maps and Cycling UK
published guidebooks:

e Cycling UK: Offers downloadable
GPX files, route descriptions, and
gear checklists for long-distance
trails like King Alfred’s Way and the
Royal Chilterns Way.

o Walk Wheel Cycle Trust (was
Sustrans): Provides interactive maps
and updates for National Cycle
Network routes, including 4, 5, 23,
and 422.

e Komoot and RideWithGPS: Popular
apps for route planning, elevation
profiles and user reviews.

Both Travelodge and Premier Inn allow
you to keep your bike in your room -
so this helps with a relaxed night’s
sleep (and handy if you need to clean
your chain or fix a puncture)!

Let us know if you’ve explored any of
these routes (or others) and please
share your hints, tips and photos. &
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Why Touring Cyclists
Should Be Part of Reading’s
Future

Reading is more than a commuter
town, it’s a crossroads. Nestled
between national cycle routes,
riverside trails, the Ridgeway and
historic market towns, it’s perfectly
placed to welcome a growing number
of multi-day touring cyclists. But are
we ready?

The Opportunity:

Touring cyclists are the unsung heroes
of sustainable tourism. They travel
light and spend locally. And they keep
coming. &

Reading, with our mix of heritage,
hospitality and strategic location,
should be a must-stop destination, not
just somewhere to pass through.

Why It Matters:

e Local Economy Boost: Cyclists
spend money! They value safe
cycling infrastructure, proximity to
cafes, pubs and restaurants, access
to bike shops/repair, plus
accommodation (with their bikes).

o Sustainability in Action: Every
touring cyclist is one less car on the
road. Reading can accommodate
many more bikes than cars. Plus,
supporting cycling aligns with
Reading’s climate goals and active
travel strategy.

o Geographic Goldmine: Reading sits
on NCN Route 4, the Thames Path
and the Kennet & Avon Canal, which
are natural arteries for long-distance
riders. We also have excellent rail
links and a number of well
publicised and popular multi-day
routes pass through Reading.

What We Can Do:

e Improve signage for long-distance
routes.

¢ Promote cycle-friendly
accommodation and services.

e Install secure bike parking near key
amenities.

e Create a dedicated online portal for
cycle tourism.

e Engage with national and European
cycling networks.

Let’s Roll Out the Welcome
Mat

Reading has the potential to be a
beacon for cycle tourism in the
Thames Valley.

With some investment and
coordination, we could be a place
where cyclists want to stay and visit
again, not just pass through as quickly
as they can.

Susan Children
RCC Publicity Coordinator
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Cycle Routes:

For as long as | can remember | was
always fascinated with the Camino de
Santiago - what | thought was a
singular, ancient pilgrim way from
somewhere in northern Spain to
Santiago.

In 2017 | decided to do a bit more
research and, as a result of my
investigations, | discovered that it was
not one Camino, but a vast network of
interlinked paths all ultimately
reaching Galicia in northwest Spain.

| also became aware of the project to
create (or recreate) the St James’
Way (Camino Ingles). | then walked
the 800km Camino Frances from the
French Pyrenees across northern Spain
to Santiago in the summer of 2019.

Back in the heady days of the mighty
Reading Abbey, the cult of St James
and the associated pilgrimages began
in the town. The story goes that in the
1100s a relic - the hand of the apostle
St James - was brought from Santiago
to England and donated to the Abbey
at Reading.

During the dissolution and destruction
of the abbey, said hand was buried
within the walls of the abbey and
remained undiscovered until 1786
when it was unearthed by workers. It
has then been bought and sold, and
moved around the Thames Valley, and
currently can be found in St Peter’s
Catholic Church in Marlow.

Anyway, the presence of this relic
brought many pilgrims to the town to
view it and start their pilgrimage from
the Abbey, travelling south via
Winchester to the channel ports to
gain passage on a boat to northern
Spain.

The St James’ Way is now a fully
waymarked footpath from Reading to
Southampton - however as this is
mostly on footpaths, cycling ‘the Way’
was not possible.

So, | decided to create a pair of routes
for cyclists to be able to follow as
closely as possible: one only using
quiet roads, the other using a mix of
quiet lanes and some nice ‘off-road’
cycling.

Both routes are now available as
digital files for transfer to navigation
devices. The actual start point of The
St James’ Way is St James’ Church,
which sits alongside the Abbey Ruins,
Forbury Gardens and Reading Prison.
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The St James’ Way

This marks the start of
St James” Way, linked to

CAMINO INGLES TO SANTIAGO

Reading’s pilgrimage route starting marker unveiled:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cn0g0x302pro.amp

On-Road Route

From Reading town centre, the
asphalt only version leaves town via
Elgar Road and Waterloo Meadows
NCN4 to Rose Kiln Lane.

Then along to Green Park before
heading over the railway bridge and
along Kirtons Farm Road to the
Burghfield Road.

From here you ride along Deans Copse
Road to Sheffield Bottom and then
head south away from the Kennet
towards Burghfield Common.

Find out more by visiting
https://ridewithgps.com/routes/52157826

Route details: 118.8km; 46m ascent;
100% on paved surfaces.

Off-Road Route

From Reading town centre, the ‘off-
road’ route also travels along the
Kennet following NCN4 through

Waterloo Meadows, but remains on
the canal-side path past Fobney Works
and Meadows to the Cunning Man.

Here there is a choice to follow the
towpath to Theale or (and a much less
muddy option in winter) remain on
NCN4 around the gravel pits before
ducking under the M4 to Theale
Sunnyside.

The route then takes some quiet lanes
via Sulhamstead Abbotts to Burghfield
Common.

Find out more by visiting
https://ridewithgps.com/routes/52157672

Route details: 119.4km; 984 m ascent;
67% on paved surfaces; 33% on
unpaved surfaces; mixture of quiet
lanes, byways, bridleways and
restricted byways.

Mark Lyford
Walk Wheel Cycle Trust (formerly
Sustans)
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We’ve often referred to Active Travel
England (ATE), so | thought it would
be useful to look at what they do and
what they are responsible for.

ATE was set up in 2020 as part of the
Department for Transport and is
specifically responsible for
encouraging more people to walk,
wheel or cycle. The organisation is led
by Chris Boardman, the first Active
Travel Commissioner for England.

ATE have up until now mainly been
responsible for managing the
distribution of the government’s
Active Travel Fund allocation to local
authorities. The current financial
settlement is £168.5m spread across
76 English local authorities, with the
biggest allocations going to the
mayoral regions. Reading has received
£632,000 for 2025/26, Wokingham
£649,935 and West Berkshire
£328,675.

Dear Editor,

The tragic death of a cyclist following
an accident on Shepherds Hill
Roundabout on 29 August 2025 has
deeply saddened our community.

As a cycling instructor and a father of
two teenage children, he was not only
a professional, but also a valuable
member of the community who
promoted a safe and active lifestyle.
His loss is a stark reminder of the
dangers cyclists face on our roads
every day.

The Shepherds Hill Roundabout is a
known point of concern for both
cyclists and motorists. Its layout and
high volume of traffic create a
hazardous environment.

For too long, residents have been
highlighting the need for safety
improvements here, but it seems it
takes a tragedy for our concerns to be
truly heard.

The loss of this individual is a
preventable tragedy. It is imperative
that we, as a community, demand
immediate action from Wokingham
Borough Council and local authorities
to make this roundabout, and other
dangerous junctions, safe for

Active Travel England

ATE have also provided £30m funding
to Sustrans (now Walk Wheel Cycle
Trust) to deliver improvements to the
National Cycle Network.

ATE are developing other roles - they
are now a statutory consultee on
major planning applications. They are
also looking to improve standards
through the development of design
guidance notes, review and audit of
schemes funded through the Active
Travel Fund, as well as grading
highway authorities based on their
performance on active travel.

Finally, ATE is collaborating with 12
regional mayors to create a national
active travel network for walking,
wheeling and cycling. This initiative,
launched in Autumn 2025, includes
plans for 3,500 miles of safer routes to
schools, shops, and public transport
hubs, with a focus on areas with poor
health and air quality.

The mayors will lead local
implementation tailored to their
communities, supported by ATE and
the Department for Transport.

It’s unclear how this would apply to
areas, such as Reading, which don’t
have a regional mayor, or how this
would link to or complement the
existing National Cycle Network.

Tony Carr
RBC Campaigner for RCC

Letter to the Editor

Fatal accident on 29 August 2025

everyone. This could involve a review
of the road layout, better signage,
clearer cycle paths, or speed
reduction measures.

We must honour the memory of the
deceased by ensuring that no other
family has to endure a similar
heartbreak.

| urge everyone to contact their local
Councillors and call for a comprehen-
sive safety review of the Shepherds
Hill Roundabout. Let’s work together
to make our roads safer for all.

Sincerely,
Peter Wheat

CycleReading Winter 2025/26 No 168 « www.readingcyclecampaign.org.uk « www.facebook.com/ReadingCycleCampaign




we are

cycling

s O

READING

Friendly, sociable group rides to great cafes/pubs.

All levels of cyclists welcome. Ride your E-bike, gravel, mtb, hybrid, or road bike.
Wide variety of on and off-road rides throughout the week - day or evening.

Over 300 rides annually from 20 to 100 miles, we've got something for everyone.

Forride information visit: www.cyclingukreading.org.uk/rides

Or contact Sel Dixon, the club secretary: secretary@cyclingukreading.org uk
Phone or text: 07867 442046

www.facebook.com/cyclingukreading

k\<)¢. O
ieading Cycle campaign

Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 6DH
e"gsolinfoOa\m:ycles.co.uk gwcyclee.oo.tk

110H
0118 946
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Cycling Organisations Around Reading

Palmer Park Leisure
Centre & Stadium

Palmer Park Leisure Centre &
Stadium’s outdoor velodrome offers
an inspiring gateway for cyclists of
all abilities. The 460m tarmacadam
track encircles the athletics field,
complete with a 780-seat stand and
a British Cycling approved enclosure
— ready to host everything from
relaxed rides to competitive events.

Learn, Grow, Ride

Palmer Park’s cycling programme is
thoughtfully tiered to guide partici-
pants from their first pedal strokes

through to competitive track racing.

The ‘Learn to Ride’ (or ‘After School
Cycling’) sessions run on Monday and
Thursday evenings from 4-5pm,
catering to children aged 2-18.
These beginner classes use games,
drills and friendly races to build
confidence and essential bike safety
skills.

For those ready to go further, the
Cycling Skills intermediate session
(Wednesdays 4-5pm, age 6-18)
explores more advanced bike
handling and introduces racing
concepts.

S
Y

"
i
.*'

LY -

Inclusive/Accessible Cycling meets
Wednesday mornings at 10-11am,
offering a supportive environment

':',*‘\\

for riders of varying abilities using
specialist equipment.

You are encouraged to bring your
own bike and helmet; however, we
do have a selection of bikes
available for hire, as well as a
limited number of helmets.

Advanced sessions take place
Tuesday and Thursday evenings
(8:15pm-9:45pm) for cyclists 14+,
shifting between road bikes (in
winter) and fixed-wheel track bikes
(summer), with entry into fixed-
wheel requiring SQT accreditation.

To find out more, visit
https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-
centre/reading/palmer-park/cycling-
palmer-park

Rob Ansell
General Manager, Palmer Park
Leisure Centre & Stadium GLL
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Contact Us

CYCLE,
CAMPABH readingcyclecampaign.org.uk
O facebook.com/ReadingCycleCampaign

@rdgcyclecampaign.bsky.social

Chairman Joe Edwards
chair@readingcyclecampaign.org.uk
Secretary Keith Elliott
secretary@readingcyclecampaign.org.uk
Treasurer Sam Hatfield

treasurer@readingcyclecampaign.org.uk

Keith Collyer

membership@readingcyclecampaign.org.uk

Membership Secretary

Susan Children
publicity@readingcyclecampaign.org.uk

Kat Heath

events@readingcyclecampaign.org.uk

Publicity Coordinator
Events Coordinator

Reading Campaigners Tony Carr & John Lee

rbc@readingcyclecampaign.org.uk

Wokingham Campaigner Alex Cran
wokingham@readingcyclecampaign.org.uk

West Berks Campaigner Rob Hill

wbc@readingcyclecampaign.org.uk

Newsletter Editor and  Alice Elliott
Designer newsletter@readingcyclecampaign.org.uk
Website Manager Stuart Ward

webmaster@readingcyclecampaign.org.uk

CUK Liaison Karen Robertson

Newsletter Distribution  Kat Heath and Nick Zealey

Next newsletter copy deadline: 1 February 2026
The newsletter is delivered electronically to RCC members.
If you prefer to receive a paper copy, please email

membership@readingcyclecampaign.org.uk

Opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily
endorsed by the Campaign.

RCC’s Monthly

Meetings

7.30pm on the third Thursday of each month

Thurs 15 Jan 2026 - cttee mtg
Thurs 19 Feb 2026 - open mtg
Thurs 19 Mar 2026 - cttee mtg

See RCC’s Facebook Page or our website for
more details.

Advertising Rates:
1/6 page (87.5mm x 80mm):

RCC members £6 - Non-members £12
1/3 page (180mm x 80mm):
RCC members £10 - Non members £20
1/2 page (180mm x 120mm):
RCC members £14 - Non members £28
Full page (180mm x 247mm):
RCC members £25 - Non members £50
Bikes 'n’ Bits (text only) free to RCC members
Contact the Editor by emailing
newsletter@readingcyclecampaign.org.uk

Cycling Events

Free Dr Bike Session in Reading
4 December @ 11:00 - 14:00

Dr Bike returns to Broad Street on the first Thursday
of December to carry out free bike maintenance
checks and basic repairs.

Just turn up with your bike at their gazebo outside
Sainsbury’s between 11am - 2pm.

RCC Christmas Social
18 December @ 19.30 - 22.00

Details will be announced very soon; look out for
more information on Facebook and our website.

View more events on our Events page:
https://readingcyclecampaign.org.uk/events/

0118 958 8737
\ -

For a Sharper Image

GREAT PRICES - FAST DELIVERY

LETTER HEADS XEROX DIGITAL
BUSINESS CARDS PRINTING
BILL PADS

For Small Print Runs

MENUS LEAFLETS Flyers, Invitations
BOOKLETS / MAGAZINES Booklets, Reports

Call us on 0118 9588 737

or Email: sales@purcoprint.co.uk

To discuss your printing requirements
Unit 3-4, 132 Bath Road, Reading RG30 2EU

this newsletter are not necessarily endorsed by the Campaig

FOLDERS NCR SETS

Opinions expressed In
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